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First-time winner edges out
the champ In skier cross

By KAREN BOSSICK
The Wood River Journal ~ Sun Valley

he starting gate for the final
race of the Jeep King of the
Mountain Tour at the top of Dollar
Mountain  Saturday afternoon
looked pretty much as most race
watchers would have predicted.
There was Czech Republic’s
Tomas Kraus, the No. 1 ranked
racer in the world having captured
the first three World Cup races of
2008. There was Daron Rahlves,
Bode Miller’s former teammate
and the first American to win the

famed Hahnenkamm World Cup

race in Kitzbuhel, Austria. And, of
course, there was Stanley Hayer,
who squeaked by Casey Puckett a
year earlier to win the inaugural
skier cross race on Dollar
Mountain.

And then there was a fresh-
scrubbed Canadian racer named
Chris Del Bosco who has never
won a skier cross in eight years of
racing.

By the time the race had ended
a mere minute later it was the kid
Del Bosco who had careened
through a 2,500-foot long

Michele Krankkala/Courtesy Photo

See SKIERCROSS, page C5 A skier flies through the air in the skier cross on Saturday at Dollar Mountain.

take top honors in
snowboard Cross _

Graham Watanabe
finishes 5th as
Shaun Palmer
wins the season
championship

Ski
Photo | ¥
Gallery

By JON MENTZER
The Wood River Journal ~ Sun Valley

ith the weather per-
fect and the snow
shining bright, the anxious crowd at

the 48Straight King of the
Mountain Snowboard Cross com-
petition on Friday at Dollar
Mountain was ready to see plenty of
action. They weren’t disappointed.

Squaw Valley’s Nate Holland
took top honors for the day as he
nabbed the first place trophy in a
dramatic finish to an already excit-
ing day of snowboarding.

Callen Chythlook-Sifsof of
Girdwood, Alaska won in the ladies
side.

Local fans came out to support
four local snowboarders competing

B

Michele Krankkala/Courtesy Photo

Nick Holland (center) celebrates
his win at the winner's podium
with brother Pat Holland (left)
and Shaun Palmer (right).

in the event.

Graham Watanabe, local boy and
one of the favorites to win the event,
cruised through his heat in the first
round. In the second round,
Wiatanabe squared off against even-
tual JKOM season winner Shaun
Palmer, as well as Nick Baumgartner
and fellow hometown kid Taan
Robrahn. Just before the heat, the
snow arrived to pour on the snow-
boarders for the entire race.

Wiatanabe and Palmer battled for
first and second place the entire way
down the mountain. As the snow-
boarders came around the final turn
and faced the final jump that would
send them to the finish line,
Wiatanabe briefly cut into first only

See SNOWBOARDCROSS,
page C5
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An already stellar season for rider Colby
West grew that much sweeter Sunday as the
young standout from Canterbury, N.H., cap-
tured the individual event title and season
championship at the Paul Mitchell Halfpipe
Competition at the 48Straight Jeep King of
the Mountain competition.

Immediately following the event, Aspen,
Colo.’s, Peter Olenick earned a win at the
“Monster Hit” Halfpipe Competition.

West, who arrived in Sun Valley from
Monaco only one day prior to the event, had
already earned a bronze medal at the X
Games and won the U.S. Freeskiing Open
Championship in 2008. He wasted no time
in securing the best qualifying time among a
deep and talented line-up of riders that
included Bethel, Maine’s, Simon Dumont,
Waterville Valley, N.H.’s J.P. Solberg,
Breckenridge, Colo.s, Taylor Felton, and
Olenick, among others.

Solberg, a world superpipe championship
bronze medalist who combined a 900 and

Colby West Captures Paul Mitchell

1080 with straight airs and ally-oop flairs
owned the first run of the finals to earn a
score of 90 and sole possession of first place.

Behind him was the always dangerous
Dumont, the event’s defending champion
and a two-time X Games gold medalist and
world champion. “The Dumont,” as he’s
known, pulled a 540 followed by three con-
secutive 900s to land in second with an 86.8.
West’s first run, a nice procession that
included a first hit 900, 540, back-to-back
720s and a 1080, scored an 83.8 which was
good for third place heading into the second
and final run of the day.

During the final runs, the world’s best
separated themselves from the pack, with
several riders washing out while trying to
earn a score that would put them into con-
tention.

Felton, who stood in fourth place after a
very solid first run, crashed while chasing
back-to-back 720s. Olenick put together a
final run that included a flair, back-to-back
900’s and a 1080 for his best score of the day,
a 79.8. Dumont scored a 74.6 in his second

Alll Photos by Jon Mentzer/WR|

run, featuring a 540, consecutive 900s and an
ally-oop 1080. With no competitor having
topped the 90 scored by Solberg in the first
round, it was down to West, the final rider of
the day, to try and take the title. He answered
the challenge with style, landing a first hit
900, followed by a 540, a 720 switch to
another 720 and a final 1080. It didn’t take
long for the judges to respond, and the 92.2
they bestowed on West gave him first place
and the individual event title. Solberg fin-
ished in second place, with Dumont, Olenick
and Felton rounding out the top five.

“This feels great, and I'm stoked to do
this in front of friends and fans here in Sun
Valley,” said West. “I've felt really good all
season, and I came into today’s event with
the same game plan. I decided to do what I
do best and let the rest take care of itself. I

Ski Halfpipe

knew I had to go bigger on that last run to
overtake J.P. (Solberg), and fortunately it all
worked out.”

Following the Paul Mitchell event, the
“Monster Hit” Halfpipe Competition began,
with each rider trying to top one another in a
single hit showcase. Olenick began with a
huge-air flair to get past Felton in the first
round. Then he met West in the semi-finals,
where he displayed his signature move, the
“Whiskey Flip,” to advance to the finals.
Battling him for the title would be Solberg,
who pulled a tremendous 16-foot flair and
then another smooth Whiskey Flip to top
Duncan Adams and Dumont in consecutive
rounds. In the finals, Olenick’s final Whiskey
Flip was just enough to top Solberg’s own
double flip and earn him the victory.
Dumont ended up in third with West in
fourth place.

“It was great to see some of the other
competitors pulling off double flips, and on
my final run I came down low at the end but
had enough strength to ride it out,” said
Olenick. “I'm very happy to get this win
against this group of riders.”

Coverage of the action from Sun Valley
will be televised to a national broadcast audi-
ence on March 29 and 30 on CBS Sports and
on nationally syndicated television beginning

March 28. o

FINAL RESULTS - PAUL MITCHELL SKI HALFPIPE COMPETITION

1. Colby West — Canterbury, N.H.

2. ].P. Solberg — Waterville Valley, N.H.
3. Simon Dumont — Bethel, Maine

4. Peter Olenick — Aspen, Colo.

92.2
90.0
86.8
79.8

FINAL RESULTS - “MONSTER HIT” SKI HALFPIPE COMPETITION

1. Peter Olenick — Aspen, Colo.

2. ].P. Solberg — Waterville Valley, N.H.
3. Simon Dumont — Bethel, Maine

4. Colby West — Canterbury, N.H.

48STRAIGHT SEASON CHAMPION - Colby West

SKIERCROSS, from page C1

labyrinth of banks and riffles and
jumps up to 15 feet high and 50
teet long to take the race.

“Ive been watching my team-
mates get on the podium all year.
And, finally, it was my day,” said
Del Bosco. “Somehow I got out of
the gate ahead of Tomas (Kraus)
when it mattered most. Then it was
just a matter of skiing my lines.”

Joining Del Bosco on top of the
podium was another Canadian--
19-year-old Julia Murray--who
was also enjoying her first career
win, having just started racing skier
cross a few months earlier.

An estimated 4,500 people
joined by a helicopter full of TV
cameramen hovering overhead
climbed the 700-foot Dollar
Mountain to stake out their spot
besides the jump or turn that they
thought would provide the most
spectator thrills that afternoon.

Temperatures hung in the upper
20s but that was a good 40 degrees
warmer than last year when tem-
peratures of 16 below zero played
havoc with the race start mecha-
nisms.

Light snow began to fall shortly
after the afternoon’s races began,
gathering momentum as a biting
wind sliced straight down the
mountain into the faces of the
onlookers.

Within minutes after the races
ended, it was as if someone had
drawn a curtain of snow over
Dollar Mountain, completely oblit-
erating the hill. Had the races last-

ed even a few minutes longer it
would have been impossible to have
seen them.

Kraus, a 33-year-old Czech
mechanical engineer known for his
fast starts, limped away from the
finish line having come in second.
But his grimace turned to a grin as
he was handed the keys to a new
Jeep Liberty and a $10,000 check
based on his showing in all three of
this year’s Jeep of the Mountain
races.

“I hurt my leg during the race—
it was all I could do to keep from
falling. But now I have new car,”
said Kraus, who took bronze at the
King of the Mountain race in
Telluride, Colo., and gold in Squaw
Valley, Calif.

Unlike last year’s races, which
were rife with racers elbowing one
another, most of this year’s races
resembled a parade of skiers flying
down the course—one right after
another.

The two exceptions were pro-
vided by Casey Puckett, a four-
time Olympian who wasnt even
expected to race due to a shoulder
injury he incurred last week, and
Daron Rahlves. Puckett provided
some exciting theatrics, coming
back from behind after slow starts
to keep in the hunt until he was
knocked out of contention in the
semi-final.

And Rahlves jockeyed for posi-
tion until the end, even running
across the tips of Stanley Hayer’s
skis as he and Hayer duked it out

for third and fourth place in the
finals.

When the blizzard of snow had
cleared Rahlves had taken fourth,
the same position he took last year.
If the multi-World Cup winner was
disappointed, he didn’t show it, dis-
playing his famous grin and signing
autographs for kids.

“This was a funner, longer
course than last year,” he said. “It
was tough, but I liked it. It wasn’t as
flat as most courses out of the
starting gate so you your start
wasn't dependent on how well you
could skate.”

Canadian Davey Barr beat out
Truckee, Calif.’s Errol Kerr in the
small finals, while John Teller of
Mammoth Lakes, Calif., and Casey
Puckett took third and fourth.

Wild woman’s final

Nineteen-year-old ~ Murray,
daughter of Dave Murray “the
crazy Canuk” downhill racer and
Stephanie Sloan, three-time world
champion freestyle skier, jumped
off to an early lead in her champi-
onship race and never relinquished
1t.

Canadian  teammate Anik
Demers-Wild finished second. But
the bronze spot was decided in a
most bizarre way after Sweden’s
Magdalena Jonsson—the 2008 X
Games gold medalist—collided
with six-time World Cup winner
Jenny Owens of Australia near the
bottom of the course.

Jonsson managed to pick herself
up after a few minutes and skied
slowly down the remainder of the
course for a third-place finish and
the season-long Jeep King of the
Mountain championship.

Owens was helped to her feet
by a ski patrolman and made her
way off the course with them by her
side.

“Im really happy,” said Murray,
who was born and raised in
Whistler, British Columbia and
only just started racing skier cross a
tew months ago. “I feel like I'm still
learning this skier cross thing and
today, finally, was my day. I got off
to a good start for once and that
made all the difference.”

Langely McNeal, of Ketchum,
got off in front in the women’s
small finals but was passed by
Michelle Greig of New Zealand.
Christina Cordeau of Ketchum fin-
ished third and Chloe Georges of

France took fourth.

Biche is back

Ketchum skier Biche Rudigoz,
who crashed at the top, landing
hard on his back and fracturing his
pelvis in his skier cross debut last
year, shrugged it off to return this
year.

He got off to a fast start in one
of the first racing foursomes of the
afternoon but was nudged out, fin-
ishing third.

But he was happy with his
showing.

“Coming out not hurt was
good,” said Rudigoz, who also
raced at Telluride, Squaw Valley, a
World Cup race in Deer Valley and
two in Switzerland in his first full
season racing skier cross.

“It was great racing in my
hometown. We got more people
here than any race I went to this
year, including the World Cup
races in Europe. And I thought
Sun Valley was the best course of
the tour—it was more technical, a
little more scary—and there was so
much terrain.

“The European racers liked Sun
Valley because it was small, easy to
get around. Everybody liked the
concerts. And Kipp (Nelson’s)
party was a real blast.”

Fans were pretty stoked, too.

“The race course was awe-
some—it made Dollar Mountain
look like a big mountain,” said
Susan Michael, who spent the
weekend watching the events along
with her child.

Racers taking the podium
Saturday were awarded unique tro-
phies boasting miner’s hammers, in
keeping with the King of the
Mountain theme.

Del Bosco and Murray were
also awarded Sun  Valley’s
Harriman Cup, which was given
out at last year’s skier cross for the
first time since 1959 when
Christian Pravda won Sun Valley’s
last Harriman Cup race. o

SNOWBOARDCROSS, from page C1

to have Palmer reclaim the top spot
moments later. Watanabe and Palmer flew
off the final jump and approached the finish
line, but as Palmer landed, Watanabe was
just behind approaching and ready to claim
the second spot. But when Palmer crossed
the finish, Watanabe fell five feet from the
finish line as Baumgartner passed Watanabe
to take second place. Watanabe finished
third in that heat and would finish fifth on
the day when he easily won the small finals
race.

“I always want to win,” said Watanabe.
“It would have been pretty spectacular to
win here. I think people would celebrate
more than I would, but that would have
been amazing. It’s just cool to be here and
finish my season in front of my home
crowd.”

According to Watanabe, the conditions
changed dramatically just before the heat.
The fresh snow actually slowed the course
down, which made it like riding on sand
paper.

“Pve had a lot of fifth (places) this year so

it’s a little bittersweet, I wanted to be in the
finals,” said Watanabe.

Watanabe is a former JKOM Champion
who recently won his second career World
Cup title in Japan.

Holland won the event when he took on
Palmer, Baumgartner and his younger
brother, Pat Holland.

“Those guys are fast that were in front of
me,” said Holland. “It came down to the
wire at the bottom and I decided to pin it
and stayed on track. I was able to go inside
over Palmer’s hip and that’s what did it.”

While Holland earned the individual
event title, second place was good enough to
secure the overall crown for Palmer, marking
yet another milestone in a season that
includes two second place World Cup fin-
ishes and an appointment to the “A” squad of
the U.S. Snowboard team.

As both Holland boys stood on the podi-
um accepting their trophies, Nick turned to
his brother Pat and said, “Good job, man.
I'm pumped you're up here.”

Chythlook-Sifsof not only won Friday’s

event, but also won the overall standings and
the season title. In addition to a generous
winner’s check, the Alaskan, with no driver’s
license to her name, earned the keys to a new
Jeep Liberty. The part-time commercial
fisherman plans to remedy that situation by
taking driver’s education and applying for a
license as soon as she returns to Girdwood.

“It feels better than I could imagine,”
said Chythlook-Sifsof.

Other than Watanabe and Robrahn, Sun
Valley  snowboarders ~were  Spencer
Cordavano, Darby Heaney, Yancy Caldwell
and dark horse Mark Oliver.

Oliver, who has no sponsor nor is on the
U.S. Snowboard team, decided to compete
in the time trials on Wednesday at Dollar
Mountain. Needing to finish in the top ten
to qualify, Oliver finished with the sixth
fastest time of the day earning him a spot on
Friday’s events.

Coverage of the action from Sun Valley
will be televised to a national broadcast
audience on March 29 and 30 on CBS
Sports. &

Overall, the top finishers in Sun Valley included:

Men's Individual Event Standings

1. Nate Holland, Squaw Valley, CA

2. Shaun Palmer, South Lake Tahoe, CA
3. Pat Holland, Tahoe City, CA

4. Nick Baumgartner, Iron River, Ml

5. Graham Watanabe, Park City, UT
6
7
8

. Seth Wescott, Farmington, ME
. Taan Robrahn, Sun Valley, ID
. Jonathan Cheever, Park City, UT

Women's Individual Event Standings

. Callan Chythlook-Sifsof, Girdwood, AK

. Lynn Neil, Stateline, N.Y.

. Joanie Anderson, South Lake Tahoe, CA
. Dena Waller, South Lake Tahoe, CA

. Lynn Ott, Bend, OR

. Marni Yamada, Seattle, WA

. Lindsey Jacobellis, Stratton Mountain, VT
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